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Abstract 
Introduction: Fear of childbirth is a natural response that helps women prepare for 
childbirth. However, if fear is increased, it can lead to physical and emotional 
disabilities. This study aims to explain the experiences of fear of childbirth and, 
consequently, present a model for reducing such fears. 
Methods: A phenomenological approach was used in this study. The participants 
were selected from among primigravida (women who were pregnant for the first 
time) through purposeful sampling, and the data were collected through open and 
unstructured interviews. Besides, the collected data were analyzed using Colaizzi’s 
nine-stage method. 
Results: Different types of fear of childbirth identified in this study were harmful to 
maternal and neonatal health, normal childbirth, the feeling of inability, and cesarean 
section. Besides, the reasons behind fear of childbirth were inadequate awareness, 
lack of trust in medical staff, negative experiences from information sources, and the 
environment of the maternity center. Finally, the most important strategies to deal 
with the fear of childbirth were faith in God, feeling confident, receiving support, 
raising awareness, and positive thinking which were used to design the model. 
Conclusion: The findings of the study showed that women's self-confidence plays a 
key role in decreasing fear of childbirth. Therefore, effective measures should be 
taken to increase women's sense of self-confidence to reduce their fear of childbirth. 
Keywords: Fear of Childbirth, Pregnant Women's Experiences, Phenomenology

Introduction 
ear of childbirth is a unique, multi-faceted, 

and multi-dimensional feeling 

experienced by a pregnant woman that is 

strongly influenced by her social context (1). Fear 

is a natural response that indices the protection 

and safety against childbirth and is a concern 

that helps women prepare for childbirth. 

However, if the fear is widespread, it can lead to 

physical and emotional disability (2). 

The severity of the fear of childbirth varies across 

countries (1). Studies in western countries show 

that more than 80% of women experience 

widespread anxiety, 20% of them have severe 

worries, and 6–10% of them have severe fear of 

childbirth (2-5). 

Severe childbirth fears have many negative 

effects on both health and delivery outcomes for 

pregnant women (6), leading to serious 

consequences such as loss of peace (4, 7) and 

physical and emotional disability in women (2, 

5). 

Severe fear of childbirth due to increased uterine 

artery resistance leads to low neonatal Apgar 

scores, abnormal fetal heart rate patterns, and 

low birth weight of infants. Increased serum 

catecholamines and cortisol also lead to 

decreased pelvic blood flow and increased pain 

during labor (8-11) while disrupting normal labor 

and delivery, prolonged deliveries, emergency 

cesarean section, medical and surgical 

F 
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interventions, and increased dissatisfaction with 

childbirth experiences (12-17). 

Severe fear experienced by the mother due 

psychological disorders such as postpartum 

depression and post-traumatic stress disorder 

lead to the mother’s inability to play a maternal 

role and to have a loving relationship with the 

infant, problems in family relationships, fear of 

sexual intercourse, avoidance of pregnancy and 

childbirth, and delaying subsequent pregnancies 

(2,7,15,18). 

Research has also shown that the rate of elective 

cesarean delivery is higher in women who have 

severe fears of childbirth (19, 20). According to 

research conducted in Iran, over 70% of pregnant 

women demand cesarean without medical 

necessity, 92% of which are due to fear of labor 

pain and normal delivery complications (21). 

Cesarean delivery has many side effects and 

complications, including anesthesia such as 

headache, low back pain, aspiration (22), 

maternal death (23), increased bleeding and need 

for transfusions (24), and lung, pelvis, and 

urinary tract infections (25). 

According to the previous studies, the causes of 

fear of childbirth include fear of labor pain (12, 

26, 27), injury to the baby (28- 30) (28, 30), 

midwifery injuries and lack of adequate support 

(5), loss of control (12, 27), and the death of the 

mother and the baby (31). Saisto and 

Halmesmäki showed that the most common 

cause of fear of childbirth is a lack of confidence 

in midwifery staff (26), and Melender found that 

women were concerned about unfriendly 

behavior of medical staff (32). 

Concerning maternity compatibility solutions, a 

study by Najafi et al. showed that participation in 

childbirth preparation classes reduces fear of 

childbirth (33). According to Melender’s study, 

although childbirth education does create some 

fears, it is a good way to alleviate or eliminate the 

fears of pregnancy and childbirth and has many 

positive effects and results (15). 

Given the sweeping effects of fear of childbirth 

on maternal and family health, this qualitative 

study seeks to identify and explain women's 

experiences of fear of childbirth and ways to cope 

with it. 

Methods  

The choice of a research approach depends on 

the research questions and research paradigm 

(34). As the present study focuses on fear of 

delivery, Husserl's phenomenological method 

(descriptive phenomenology) was employed. 

Besides, Colaizzi’s method was used for data 

analysis as this method is able to provide a 

comprehensive account of the phenomenon 

under study (35). Colaizzi’s method consists of 

nine steps: 

Step 1: Describing the phenomenon of interest: 

To gain a thorough understanding of the 

research problem, the literature and researches 

related to the phenomenon under study were 

reviewed in order to enhance the theoretical 

sensitivity of the study and focus on the issue and 

its importance. Accordingly, the main question 

addressed in this study is How do pregnant 

women describe their perceptions, feelings, and 

experiences about fear of childbirth? 

Step 2: Collecting data on the participants’ 

descriptions of the phenomenon: The inclusion 

criteria were having first pregnancy, single 

pregnancy with cephalic presentation and low-

risk pregnancy (no pregnancy complications, no 

internal and mental illness, no medication and 

absence of abnormalities in the fetus), 

gestational age over 36 weeks, having the age of 

18 years and older, and willingness to participate 

in the study. The women who met the inclusion 

criteria were selected through purposive 

sampling. In this study, the sampling procedure 

began on Apr. 6, 2017, and continued until data 

saturation by interviewing 27 participants (Nov. 

1, 2017). To conduct the interviews, the 

researcher herself and provided some 

explanations about the objectives and 

significance of the study. She also ensured the 

participants' confidence in the confidentiality of 

the interview and their data and obtained the 

participants’ permission to record the 

interviews. The participants were also told that 

they were free to withdraw from the study at any 

time they wished. The interviews were conducted 

in a quiet and private environment by observing 

ethical issues at Imam Hossein Hospital's 

training classes. Each interview lasted 45-60 
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minutes, and the participants answered open-

ended questions. In-depth and unstructured 

interviews were used to collect data. First, two 

preliminary interviews were conducted with the 

general question: “Please talk about your fear of 

childbirth and your thoughts and feelings”. The 

main interviews were then conducted with the 

general questions, and gradually more detailed 

questions were asked: “What are your fears about 

childbirth?”, “What are the causes of your fears?”, 

and “What do you do to reduce your fears?” In 

order to gain more information and to clarify the 

phenomenon under study, the researcher used 

various methods including providing feedback to 

the participants, requesting more explanation, 

repeating questions, asking for clarification, 

speculating, and using non-verbal language. 

During the interviews, the participants' 

nonverbal behaviors were recorded by taking 

notes. The researcher also tried to use a reminder 

to clarify the ideas extracted. For this purpose, 

during or after the completion of each interview, 

she recorded the reminders and used them to 

gather richer data and develop the analytical 

procedure. 

Step 3: The participants' descriptions of the 

phenomenon were transcribed on paper. The 

descriptions of each participant were repeatedly 

reviewed by the researcher in order to explore 

and understand them more profoundly. 

Step 4: The transcripts were reviewed, the main 

sentences and phrases were underlined and the 

main ideas expressed by the participants were 

extracted. 

Step 5: At this step, the meanings of important 

expressions and statements were formulated and 

the related codes were extracted. 

Step 6: The extracted themes were organized 

into clusters of concepts: To this end, similar 

concepts and themes were placed in the same 

clusters. Besides, the extracted codes were also 

categorized and the primary/secondary concepts 

were determined. The basic concepts were then 

categorized. All the codes and concepts extracted 

from the interviews were reviewed by experts in 

the field and a qualitative research expert to 

verify that the consistency of the concepts with 

the participants' statements and to ensure the 

quality of the categories and the relationships of 

the concepts. The transcripts and the codes 

extracted from them were reviewed by the 

participants and their comments were used to 

complete the process. In general, the statements 

and ideas expressed in each interview were 

organized separately from the other interviews 

and they were classified into main and secondary 

concepts with respect to commonalties in the 

points referred to in the interviews. 

Step 7: By combining all the extracted ideas, a 

complete and comprehensive description of the 

details of the phenomenon under study was 

obtained. 

Steps 8 and 9: The participants were asked to 

confirm the descriptions, and new data were 

added to the comprehensive description. 

In qualitative research, the concept of 

trustworthiness is used instead of two criteria of 

validity and reliability to evaluate the scientific 

accuracy of research (36). The concept consists of 

four indices: credibility, transferability, 

conformability, and dependability (37). 

Therefore, the four indices were used in this 

study to assess the credibility of the data. 

To ensure the credibility of the research findings, 

the researcher was long engaged with the topic, 

the data, and the participants, and after 

analyzing the data, the extracted codes were 

referred to the participants to verify the contents 

of the codes. 

To ensure the transferability of the findings, the 

research process and all its steps were described 

in detail to allow other researchers to understand 

how the findings were obtained. 

To ensure conformability, the researcher tried 

not to interfere with her assumptions in the data 

collection process and to provide the 

participant's statements related to the identified 

concepts. 

To ensure the dependability of the findings, a 

number of experts were asked to review the 

interview transcripts and the extracted codes and 

verify their consistency with the participants' 

statements as well as to ensure the quality of the 

classifications.  

Moreover, in this study, all ethical 

considerations were observed, including the 
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approval of the research proposal by the 

Research Council and the Ethics Committee of 

the university, obtaining the necessary permits, 

obtaining consent from the participants and 

ensuring the confidentiality of their information, 

and allowing them to withdraw from the study if 

they wished so. 
 

Results  
The mean age of the participants was 25 years 

(20-30 years). Concerning the level of education, 

9 participants held master’s degrees, 12 held 

bachelor’s degrees, 3 had associate’s degrees, 

and 3 had secondary school diplomas. Of the 27 

participants in the study, 16 were employed and 

the rest were housewives. All participants 

experienced their first pregnancy. 

 The participants’  statements  and  views   about 

fear of childbirth were categorized into 13 main 

concepts, 28 secondary concepts, and 77 codes 

(Table 1). 

The main concepts related to fear of childbirth 

identified in this study were harm to maternal 

and neonatal health, normal childbirth, the 

feeling of inability, and cesarean section. 

Besides, the reasons behind fear of childbirth 

were categorized into inadequate awareness, 

lack of trust in medical staff, negative 

experiences from information sources, and the 

environment of the maternity center. 

Furthermore, the most important strategies 

taken by the participants to cope with the fear of 

delivery were classified into faith in God, feeling 

confident, receiving support, raising awareness, 

and positive thinking. 

 
Table 1. The main, secondary and codes concepts extracted from the data 

Main concepts  Secondary concepts  codes 

The natural delivery process 

Feeling powerless 

Harm to health 

Cesarean delivery 

Labor pain, medical checkups, and 

examinations, interventions 

Inability and loss of control 

Harm to the mother and the baby 

The surgical process  and surgical 

complications 

Severe labor pain, scary and horrible labor 

pain, difficulty enduring labor pain. 

Disturbing and scary examinations, 

examinations by different people, many 

examinations. 

Feeling of inability to cope with pain, feeling 

unable to bear the pain, feeling unable to give 

birth. 

Feelings of loss of patience, feelings of loss of 

control over behavior, feelings of loss of self-

control. 

Maternal physical injury, mental injury, 

maternal death. 

infant physical injury, mental injury, infant 

death.  

The process of anesthesia, injury during 

surgery. 

Complications of anesthesia, surgical site 

infection, postoperative pain. 

Insufficient awareness 

Lack of trust in medical staff 

Maternity ward environment 

Negative experiences 

Low awareness and experience 

Professional and ethical incompetence 

Lack of familiarity with the ward, crowdedness 

of the ward 

People & media 

Incomplete information, incorrect 

information 

First pregnancy, lack of recognition 

Lack of skill, many mistakes, misdiagnosis 

Improper behavior and treatment, not paying 

attention, not strengthening the heart 

Other women's experiences and memories, 

other women's comments 

Content in books, sites, movies 

Unknown people, strange devices 

The high number of deliveries, the noise of 

other women 

Faith in God 

Increasing awareness 

Receiving support 

Trust in God, Prayer 

Education, studying, talking about fears 

Professional and social support 

Entrusting everything to God, trusting God 

Secret and need with God, seek help from God 
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Positive thinking 

Feeling confident 

Positive attitudes and positive visualization 

A sense of peace and security 

Calmness, confidence, heartfelt belief, self-

confidence 

Convenience, comfort, reassurance 

Receive professional support and care from a 

specialist physician and midwife, receive 

psychological, physical and information 

support from midwives 

Receiving physical and mental support from 

the spouse, receiving information and 

spiritual support from the mother 

Participate in training and preparation for 

childbirth classes, mental preparation, 

increase cognition, receive correct 

information 

Study site content, read books, increase 

information 

Talk to a specialist, talk to a midwife, talk to 

your spouse, talk to experienced people 

Being a mother, having a positive mindset, 

positive experiences of others, having a 

valuable goal 

Imagine pleasant results, beautiful ideas 

about the moment of meeting the child 

 

 
Figure 1. A model for reducing fear of childbirth 

  

Discussion  
The present study addressed women's 

experiences and perspectives on fear of 

childbirth and coping strategies and 

subsequently developed a model to reduce fear of 

childbirth (Figure 1). 

The categories of fear of childbirth 

1. Fear of harm to the health of mother and baby 

The results of the study suggested the most 

common fears of childbirth experienced by the 

women were fear of injury to or death of the baby 

or the mother. 

The women were concerned about neonatal 

injury including physical injury (scapular, pelvic 

and head injury), mental injury (oxygen 

deficiency injury), neonatal death, physical 
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injury (rupture, hemorrhage, and body injury), 

mental injury (demoralization, suffering, and 

discomfort), and maternal death. According to 

the participants, incompetency of medical staff 

and their poor performance can cause harm to 

women and infants. In addition, the 

misdemeanor of the delivery staff and their 

inattention to human dignity would result in 

unnecessary distress and suffering for women.  

The results of studies conducted by Eriksson et 

al. Melender , and Arfaie et al. indicated that the 

fear of harm to health was common in women 

and they were concerned about the health of 

themselves and their infants (5,15,31). 

Khorsandi et al. (2014) and Deklava et al. (2015) 

found that the most common fear of childbirth 

was fear of infant injury (29,30). However, 

Serçekuş and Okumuş showed that fears of the 

harm to their health and that of their baby were 

less common among women (12). 

2. Fear of the delivery process 

This study showed that one of the most common 

fears of childbirth was fear of the childbirth 

process including labor pain and fear of 

undergoing medical examinations and 

interventions. Besides, fear of labor pain was the 

most common fear of childbirth. 

Studies by Saisto and Halmesmäki and Marshall 

and Raynor also showed that the most common 

fear of the labor process is fear of labor pain (26, 

27). According to the previous studies, fear of 

pain increases the amount of pain and stress 

during labor (2, 12, 15). 

Excessive fear and worry increase the release of 

catecholamines such as adrenaline and 

potentiate painkiller stimuli, increase the 

perception of pain in the cerebral cortex and 

decrease pain tolerance, as well as causing the 

individual to fall into a fear-anxiety-pain 

dysfunctional cycle and thus this cycle continues 

due to the inhibition of endorphin function (38). 

Another fear related to the delivery process 

identified in this study was the fear of medical 

interventions. The participants in this study were 

concerned about interventions such as 

prescribing medications for pain, delivery with 

tools, and emergency cesarean section. A study 

by Serçekuş and Okumuş showed that mothers 

are afraid of interventions such as episiotomy 

and delivery with tools (vacuum and forceps) 

(12). The results of another study by Marshall 

and Raynor showed that fear of interventions 

during labor and delivery was one of the most 

common fears among mothers (27). Similarly, 

Nystedt et al. found that performing midwifery 

and surgery interventions increased mothers' 

fear and anxiety (39). 

Another fear related to the delivery process in 

this study was the fear of medical examinations. 

The participants in the present study were 

concerned that the examinations would be 

conducted extensively by different individuals, 

and also feared that the examinations would be 

painful and uncomfortable. Serçekuş and 

Okumuş also made similar observations in their 

study (12). 

3. Fear of feeling powerless 

Another fear of childbirth experienced by the 

participants in this study was the fear of feeling 

powerless. The participants were concerned 

about their ability to cope with pain, pain 

tolerance, and exposure to pain, and feared that 

they would lose patience, the ability to control 

their behavior, and self-control during labor and 

delivery. The results of a study by Slade et al. 

showed that one of the most important fears of 

childbirth was fear of an inability to adapt to pain 

(28). Similarly, Fisher et al. found that most 

women were afraid of feeling powerless and 

afraid to lose control (2). According to Eriksson 

et al. and Marshall and Raynor, women also had 

a fear of inability and loss of self-control (5, 27). 

Today, due to the medicalization of childbirth, 

women's ability and power to perform their labor 

freely and consciously have been undermined, 

and this, in turn, has increased their sense of 

helplessness, fear, and anxiety. In fact, the 

medicalization of childbirth involves limiting 

women in the labor bed and using a variety of 

medical methods and equipment (such as serum 

and monitoring devices, etc.) that reduce 

women's sense of control and increase their fear 

and anxiety and dependence on the medical staff. 

As a result, women are unable to participate 

actively in their labor and delivery and are 

deprived of the potential experience of 
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empowerment and competence (2, 39). The 

medicalization of childbirth has turned it into an 

unpredictable and uncontrollable process (12). 

Therefore, the feeling of losing personal control 

increases women's fear (2, 12). 

4. Fear of cesarean section 

One of the fears of women's delivery identified in 

this study was fear of cesarean section, a finding 

not reported in other studies. The participants in 

this study stated that they feared the process of 

anesthesia, intraoperative injury, complications 

of anesthesia, postoperative infection, and 

postoperative pain. The main reason for fear of 

cesarean section in this study was lack of 

confidence in the performance of the hospital 

surgical staff. Cesarean section by newly-

employed and inexperienced specialists or 

female residents without the supervision of 

experienced professors seems to increase the 

complications and fear of the cesarean section.  

 Causes of fear of childbirth 

1. Lack of trust in the hospital's medical staff  

The most common cause of fear of childbirth in 

the present study was a lack of trust in hospital 

staff (specialists working in the maternity center 

and operating room). The participants stated 

that they were concerned about the 

incompetence of the medical staff, significant 

medical errors, wrong diagnosis, and unfriendly 

behavior and mistreatment on the part of the 

medical staff. According to the participants, 

incompetency of medical staff and their poor 

performance can cause harm to women and 

infants. In addition, the misdemeanor of the 

delivery staff and their inattention to human 

dignity would result in unnecessary distress and 

suffering for women. According to Arfaie et al., 

fear caused by mistrust in medical staff was also 

prevalent in pregnant women (31). 

2. Insufficient awareness 

Inadequate awareness was another cause of the 

fear of childbirth in this study. In the present 

study, primiparous women felt that their fears 

were due to low awareness and lack of prior 

experience. This finding is consistent with the 

results of other studies. A study by Soltani et al. 

showed that insufficient awareness of childbirth 

causes fear (40). 

Melender’s study showed that pregnant women 

have fears caused by unawareness (15), and 

Toohill et al. showed that primiparous women 

are more afraid of childbirth due to lack of 

previous experience compared to multiparous 

women (41). 

3. The maternity ward environment 

The present study showed that one of the causes 

of fear of childbirth was the environment of 

maternity ward. The participants were concerned 

that they would be more afraid to see other 

women and hear their cries. They were also afraid 

of being in the unfamiliar atmosphere of the 

maternity ward.  

A study by Serçekuş and Okumuş showed that 

seeing others' fears triggers fear, so fear will be 

transmitted to women who see each other and 

hear each other's cries (12). 

 Studies by Lowe and Pascali suggested that 

entering an unfamiliar hospital environment and 

being surrounded by unfamiliar people and being 

subjected to multiple cares and treatment 

procedures are frightening (42, 43).  

4. Negative experiences from information sources 

The findings of this study indicated that one of 

the causes of fear of childbirth is negative 

experiences from information sources. In the 

present study, the participants reported about 

their fears induced by hearing about other 

women's negative experiences and memories 

and reading some of the content in books and 

websites and watching some videos because they 

think the same negative conditions would 

happen to them. Studies by Eriksson et al. (2006) 

and Melender show that hearing about other 

women's negative experiences creates fear (5, 

15). 

Important strategies for coping with fear of 

childbirth 

1. Feeling confident 

According to the findings of this study, one of the 

most important strategies for coping with fear of 

childbirth was the feeling of confidence. The key 

to eliminating or reducing fear of childbirth is a 

women's confidence. Women’s confidence 

includes confidence in their ability to cope with 

challenges, efficacy, self-reliance, boldness, and 

courage, which is a key psychological component 
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of physiological natural childbirth (38). The 

sense of confidence in women increases their 

ability to adapt to labor, thereby reducing their 

fears and pain during labor (15). 

The findings of the present study indicated that 

maternal confidence derives from four important 

factors, including faith in God, receiving support, 

raising awareness, and positive thinking. 

2. Faith in God 

The findings of this study indicated that stronger 

beliefs and faiths in mothers are an important 

factor in creating confidence and reducing fear of 

childbirth. This finding is consistent with the 

results of other studies (44-46). 

 A study by Shirvani et al. showed that religious 

beliefs lead to a sense of peacefulness in women 

during childbirth (44). In fact, women with high 

religious beliefs are more relaxed and confident 

due to the support of God and reliance on Him 

and the effort to gain support, awareness, and 

preparation for the important issue of childbirth, 

and can better use their cognitive and behavioral 

skills to cope with pain and problems (45). 

One of the most important effects of faith in God 

is the comfort and reassurance of the heart and 

the reduction of fears and anxieties. The Holy 

Qur'an states: “Whoever puts his trust in God, he 

is sufficient for him” (47). 

The main point is that religion givens meaning 

and a sense of self-control to people and the 

more people think of God as dominant over their 

affairs, the more their fear is reduced (48). 

3. Receiving support 

The results of this study indicated that another 

important way of coping with fear of childbirth is 

to receive professional and social support. 

The participants in this study stated that they 

seek to receive professional support and care 

from a specialist physician and midwife and to 

receive physical, psychological, and 

informational support from midwives, especially 

private or accompanying midwives, to reduce 

fear of childbirth. All women also tended to have 

their mother or spouse next to them during 

delivery. 

 A study by Nilsson et al. found that receiving 

professional support (from midwives and 

specialists) and social support (from the spouse, 

family members, close friends) would reduce fear 

of childbirth (49). 

Providing social support and professional 

support to women will eliminate or reduce their 

fear (15). Providing ongoing emotional and 

psychological support to the mother creates 

comfort and reassurance for the mother and 

reduces fear (27,50) and pain (51). 

Research shows that midwifery support by 

building confidence in women (52) increases 

peace, self-esteem, the opportunity for 

participation, cooperation, and the sense of self-

control (27,53,54) and reduces fear of childbirth 

(7,15).  

Midwifery support breaks the fear-stress-pain 

cycle (55), and providing midwifery support to 

mothers during labor and delivery, while 

alleviating fear and anxiety, reduces the release 

of catecholamines, thereby reducing the severity 

of pain. Furthermore, by improving the 

contractile power of the uterus, it reduces the 

duration of labor and delivery and facilitates and 

speeds up physiological delivery (56). 

Gibbins and Thomson’s study showed that in 

stressful and critical labor situations, continued 

encouragement, support, and care can reduce 

maternal fear and anxiety (50). 

According to the participants’ statements, 

midwifery behaviors such as friendliness and 

compassion, empathy, patience, attentiveness 

and listening, continuous presence, humane 

behavior and conduct, and honest and respectful 

communication induce relaxation and 

reassurance, reduce fear, anxiety, and suffering, 

increase the sense of control and empowerment 

(7,27,57,58) and enhance their satisfaction and 

promotion of their physical and mental health 

(59). 

4. Raising awareness 

According to the findings of the present study, 

another important strategy for coping with fear 

of childbirth was to increase awareness and 

preparation for childbirth. The present study 

showed that attending birth preparation classes 

and receiving appropriate information 

significantly enhances women's confidence in 

their ability to adapt to labor, reducing fear and 

stress associated with pregnancy and childbirth. 
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A study by Najafi et al. showed that participation 

in childbirth preparation classes reduces the fear 

of childbirth (33). Similarly, Khorsandi et al. 

showed that relaxation training as part of the 

training of childbirth preparation classes is 

effective in reducing fear of childbirth (29). 

Aksoy et al. and Lally et al. found that women 

who are well-prepared for pregnancy during 

pregnancy by receiving correct information have 

greater expectations of actual pain levels and are 

less likely to experience inability. Such women 

have higher confidence, and this, in turn, reduces 

fear of childbirth (60,61). 

5. Positive thinking 

The present study suggested that another 

approach to coping with fear of childbirth was to 

have positive thinking that is consistent with the 

results of other studies (5, 15). It was shown that 

having positive attitudes such as paying 

attention to positive aspects like becoming the 

mother and others' positive experiences, as well 

as using positive visualization such as imagining 

the pleasant results of childbirth and having 

beautiful perceptions about the moment of 

mother and child visit creates positive thinking 

and reduces fear of childbirth. 

The more positive attitudes toward pregnancy 

and childbirth, the less will be fear of childbirth. 

In fact, having a positive attitude and paying 

attention to the positive aspects of things, while 

removing mental limitations and negative 

beliefs, reduces fear of childbirth. 

Limitations 

The limitations of qualitative studies were also 

observed in the present study. The dependency 

of the research results to the conditions is one of 

the limitations while it can itself be a strength 

per se in terms of considering environmental, 

cultural, and social variables in qualitative 

research. 

 

Conclusion 
The results of this study showed that the most 

common fear experienced by the women was fear 

of harm to their health and that of their newborn. 

This fear is associated with both natural delivery 

and cesarean delivery methods and the main 

reason for this is the lack of trust in health care 

providers including medical experts and 

practitioners. It was also shown that the most 

important factor in reducing fear of childbirth 

was confidence. The following steps need to be 

taken to build confidence in women and increase 

confidence in the health care system: 
 Making fundamental changes and reforms to 

the human resources structure of healthcare 

and medical centers, such as promoting 

knowledge and skills, improving the 

behavior and performance of health 

professionals, focusing on increasing the 

sense of responsibility, and paying attention 

to meeting the needs of women while 

maintaining their human dignity through 

holding training courses on medical ethics, 

scientific re-training and skill-building for 

the medical staff (including specialists and 

experts) and basic training of all medical 

students, with full supervision of 

experienced professors on student 

performance in the operating room and 

delivery room, continuous monitoring and 

evaluation and providing feedback for the 

performance of the medical staff by a team of 

inspectors of the Ministry of Health and 

Treatment are deemed necessary. 

 For all women to benefit from professional 

and social support and to raise their 

awareness and confidence, it is 

recommended that childbirth preparation 

classes for all pregnant women be 

appropriately and practically implemented 

as an integral part of prenatal care programs. 

 Finally, physiological childbirth, care, and 

services can be provided by private midwives 

covered by insurance, and the possibility of 

the attendance of the spouse or mother in 

the delivery room can be facilitated by 

creating a private environment for childbirth 

in all hospitals. 

 

Acknowledgments  
This article is the result of a research project 

under the code of ethics 166290/73, and I would 

like to acknowledge and appreciate the 

participants in this study and all those who 

helped me with this piece of research. 



                                                                                                           Zahra Ahmadi The Women’s Experiences Fear of Childbirth   

56      Journal of Qualitative Research in Health Sciences 2020; 9(1): 47-58 

 

Conflicts of Interest 
There was no conflict of interest in conducting 

the present study. 

 
References 
1. Nilsson C, Hessman E, Sjöblom H, Dencker A, 

Jangsten E, Mollberg M, et al. Definitions, 

measurements and prevalence of fear of childbirth: A 

systematic review. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 2018; 

18(1):28. doi: 10.1186/s12884-018-1659-7. 

2. Fisher C, Hauck Y, Fenwick J. How social context 

impacts on women's fears of childbirth: A Western 

Australian example. Soc Sci Med 2006; 63(1):64-75. 

doi: 10.1016/j.socscimed.2005.11.065. 

3. Størksen HT, Garthus-Niegel S, Adams SS, Vangen 

S, Eberhard-Gran M. Fear of childbirth and elective 

cesarean section: A population-based study. BMC 

Pregnancy Childbirth 2015; 15:221. doi: 

10.1186/s12884-015-0655-4. 

4. Salomonsson B, Alehagen S, Wijma K. Swedish 

midwives' views on severe fear of childbirth. Sex 

Reprod Healthc 2011; 2(4): 153-9. doi: 

10.1016/j.srhc.2011.07.002. 

5. Eriksson C, Westman G, Hamberg K. Content of 

childbirth-related fear in swedish women and men—

analysis of an open-ended question. J Midwifery 

Womens Health 2006; 51(2): 112-8. doi: 

10.1016/j.jmwh.2005.08.010. 

6. Klabbers GA, van Bakel HJ, van den Heuvel M, 

Vingerhoets AJ. Severe fear of childbirth: Its features, 

assessment, prevalence, determinants, consequences 

and possible treatments. Psychological Topics 2016; 

25(1): 107-27. 

7. Nilsson C, Lundgren I. Women's lived experience of 

fear of childbirth. Midwifery 2009; 25(2): e1-9. doi: 

10.1016/j.midw.2007.01.017. 

8. Atghaee M, Nouhi E. The effect of the imagination 

of the pain of vaginal delivery and the cesarean section 

on the selection of normal vaginal delivery in pregnant 

women attending clinics in Kerman University of 

Medical Sciences. Iranian Journal of Obstetrics, 

Gynecology, and Infertility 2012; 14(7): 44-50. [In 

Persian]. 

9. Fenwick J, Toohill J, Creedy DK, Smith J, Gamble J. 

Sources, responses and moderators of childbirth fear 

in Australian women: A qualitative investigation. 

Midwifery 2015; 31(1): 239-46. doi: 

10.1016/j.midw.2014.09.003. 

10. Ghazaie M, Davoodi I, Neysi A, Mehrabizadeh 

Honarmand M, Bassak Nejad S. The effectiveness of 

cognitive-behavioral therapy on the fear of childbirth, 

fear of pain, self-efficacy of childbirth and tendency to 

cesarean in nulliparous women. Iranian Journal of 

Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Infertility 2016; 19(31): 1-

12. doi: 10.22038/ijogi.2016.7989. [In Persian]. 

11. Rouhe H, Salmela-Aro K, Halmesmäki E, Saisto T. 

Fear of childbirth according to parity, gestational age, 

and obstetric history. BJOG 2009; 116(1): 67-73. doi: 

10.1111/j.1471-0528.2008.02002.x. 

12. Serçekuş P, Okumuş H. Fears associated with 

childbirth among nulliparous women in Turkey. 

Midwifery 2009; 25(2): 155-62. doi: 

10.1016/j.midw.2007.02.005. 

13. Stoll K, Edmonds JK, Hall WA. Fear of childbirth 

and preference for cesarean delivery among young 

American women before childbirth: A survey study. 

Birth 2015; 42(3): 270-6. doi: 10.1111/birt.12178. 

14. Ryding EL, Lukasse M, Parys AS, Wangel AM, Karro 

H, Kristjansdottir H, et al. Fear of childbirth and risk of 

cesarean delivery: A cohort study in six European 

countries. Birth 2015; 42(1): 48-55. doi: 

10.1111/birt.12147. 

15. Melender HL. Fears and coping strategies 

associated with pregnancy and childbirth in Finland. J 

Midwifery Womens Health 2002; 47(4): 256-63. doi: 

10.1016/s1526-9523(02)00263-5. 

16. Naeimi N, Zare K, Salehi A. Attitude towards fear 

of vaginal delivery and its relationship with awareness 

level of the pregnant women admitted to social 

security hospital of Zahedan in the year 2014. 

Community Health Journal 2015; 9(1): 10-8. [In 

Persian]. 

17. Adams SS, Eberhard‐Gran M, Eskild A. Fear of 

childbirth and duration of labor: a study of 2206 

women with intended vaginal delivery. BJOG 2012; 

119(10): 1238-46. doi: 10.1111/j.1471-

0528.2012.03433.x. 

18. Dick-Read G. Childbirth Without fear: The 

Principles and Practice of Natural Childbirth. UK: 

Pinter & Martin Ltd; 2013. 

19. El-Aziz SA, Mansour S, Hassan NF. Factors 

associated with fear of childbirth: It’s effect on 

women’s preference for elective cesarean section. 

Journal of Nursing Education and Practice 2017; 7(1): 

133-45. doi: https://doi.org/10.5430/jnep.v7n1p133. 

20. Andaroon N, Kordi M, Kimiaei SA, Esmaeily H. The 

effect of an individual counseling program by a 

midwife on fear of childbirth in primiparous women. J 

Educ Health Promot 2017; 6:97. doi: 

10.4103/jehp.jehp_172_16. 

21. Abedian Z, Nikpour M, Mokhber N, Ebrahimi S, 

Khani S. Evaluation of the relationship between 

delivery mode and postpartum quality of life. The 

Iranian Journal of Obstetrics, Gynecology, and 

Infertility 2010; 13(3): 47-53. doi: 

10.22038/ijogi.2010.5856. [In Persian]. 



Zahra Ahmadi                                                                                                                                     The Women’s Experiences Fear of Childbirth   

57       Journal of Qualitative Research in Health Sciences 2020; 9(1): 47-58 

 

22. Cunningham FG, Leveno KJ, Bloom SL, Spong CY, 

Dashe J, Hoffman BL, et al. Williams Obstetrics. 24th 

ed. New York: McGraw-Hill Education; 2014. 

23. Sobhy S, Arroyo-Manzano D, Murugesu N, 

Karthikeyan G, Kumar V, Kaur I, et al. Maternal and 

perinatal mortality and complications associated with 

caesarean section in low-income and middle-income 

countries: a systematic review and meta-analysis. 

Lancet 2019; 393(10184): 1973-82. doi: 

10.1016/S0140-6736(18)32386-9. 

24. Burrows LJ, Meyn LA, Weber AM. Maternal 

morbidity associated with vaginal versus cesarean 

delivery. Obstet Gynecol 2004; 103(5 Pt 1): 907-12. 

doi: 10.1097/01.AOG.0000124568.71597.ce. 

25. Shorten A, Chamberlain M, Shorten B, Kariminia 

A. Making choices for childbirth: development and 

testing of a decision-aid for women who have 

experienced the previous cesarean. Patient Educ 

Couns 2004; 52(3): 307-13. doi: 10.1016/S0738-

3991(03)00106-X. 

26. Saisto T, Halmesmäki E. Fear of childbirth: A 

neglected dilemma. Acta Obstet Gynecol Scand 2003; 

82(3): 201-8. 

27. Marshall J, Raynor M. Myles' Textbook for 

Midwives. 17th ed. USA: Elsevier; 2020. 

28. Slade P, Balling K, Sheen K, Houghton G. 

Establishing a valid construct of fear of childbirth: 

findings from in-depth interviews with women and 

midwives. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 2019; 19(1):96. 

doi: 10.1186/s12884-019-2241-7. 

29. Khorsandi M, Vakilian K, Nasir Zadeh Masooleh M. 

Investigating different factors of fear in normal 

delivery among pregnant women, in arak-a cross-

sectional study. Journal of Fasa University of Medical 

Sciences 2014; 4(2): 161-7. [In Persian]. 

30. Deklava L, Lubina K, Circenis K, Sudraba V, Millere 

I. Causes of anxiety during pregnancy. Procedia-Social 

and Behavioral Sciences 2015; 205: 623-6. doi: 

10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.09.097. 

31. Arfaie K, Nahidi F, Simbar M, Bakhtiari M. The role 

of fear of childbirth in pregnancy-related anxiety in 

Iranian women: Qualitative research. Electron 

Physician 2017; 9(2): 3733-40. doi: 10.19082/3733. 

32. Melender HL. Experiences of fears associated with 

pregnancy and childbirth: A study of 329 pregnant 

women. Birth 2002; 29(2): 101-11. doi: 10.1046/j.1523-

536x.2002.00170.x. 

33. Najafi F, Abouzari-Gazafroodi K, Jafarzadeh-

Kenarsari F, Rahnama P, Gholami Chaboki B. 

Relationship between attendance at childbirth 

preparation classes and fear of childbirth and type of 

delivery. Journal of Hayat 2016; 21(4): 30-40. [In 

Persian]. 

34. LoBiondo-Wood G, Haber J. Nursing Research. 

Elsevier HealthSciences; 2017. 

35. Streubert HJ, Carpenter DR. Qualitative Research 

in Nursing: Advancing the Humanistic Imperative. 5th 

ed. USA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins; 2010. 

36. Clissett P. Evaluating qualitative research. Journal 

of Orthopaedic Nursing 2008; 12(2): 99-105. doi: 

10.1016/j.joon.2008.07.009. 

37. Dahlgren L, Emmelin M, Winkvist A. Qualitative 

Methodology for International Public Health. Umeå, 

Sweden: Umeå Universitet; 2007. 

38. Albers LL. The evidence for physiologic 

management of the active phase of the first stage of 

labor. J Midwifery Womens Health 2007; 52(3): 207-15. 

39. Nystedt A, Högberg U, Lundman B. Some Swedish 

women's experiences of prolonged labor. Midwifery 

2006; 22(1): 56-65. doi: 10.1016/j.midw.2005.05.003. 

40. Soltani F, Eskandari Z, Khodakarami B, Parsa P, 

Roshanaei G. Factors contributing to fear of childbirth 

among pregnant women in Hamadan (Iran) in 2016. 

Electron Physician 2017; 9(7): 4725-31. doi: 

10.19082/4725. 

41. Toohill J, Fenwick J, Gamble J, Creedy DK. 

Prevalence of childbirth fear in an Australian sample 

of pregnant women. BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 2014; 

14:275. doi: 10.1186/1471-2393-14-275. 

42. Lowe NK. The nature of labor pain. Am J Obstet 

Gynecol 2002; 186(5 Suppl Nature): S16-24. doi: 

10.1067/mob.2002.121427. 

43. Pascali‐Bonaro D, Kroeger M. Continuous female 

companionship during childbirth: a crucial resource in 

times of stress or calm. J Midwifery Womens Health 

2004; 49(4 Suppl 1): 19-27. doi: 

10.1016/j.jmwh.2004.04.017. 

44. Ahmad Shirvani M, Bagheri-Nesami M, Tayebi T. 

Exploration of women birth experiences role in 

deciding the type of next delivery. The Journal of 

Urmia Nursing and Midwifery Faculty 2014; 12(4): 

286-96. [In Persian]. 

45. Ahmadi Z. Positive experiences of childbirth: A 

phenomenological study. Researcher 2013; 5(12): 30-

41. 

46. The Noble Quran, Raad Sura, verse 28. Printing and 

Publishing Organization; 2011. 

47. The Noble Quran. Talagh Sura, verse 3. Printing 

and Publishing Organization; 2011. 

48. Hood Jr RW, Hill PC, Spilka B. The Psychology of 

Religion: An Empirical Approach. 5th ed. USA: 

Guilford Publications; 2018. 

49. Nilsson L, Thorsell T, Hertfelt Wahn E, Ekström A. 

Factors influencing positive birth experiences of first-

time mothers. Nursing research and practice 2013; 

2013: 349124. doi: 10.1155/2013/349124. 



                                                                                                           Zahra Ahmadi The Women’s Experiences Fear of Childbirth   

58      Journal of Qualitative Research in Health Sciences 2020; 9(1): 47-58 

 

50. Gibbins J, Thomson AM. Women's expectations 

and experiences of childbirth. Midwifery 2001; 17(4): 

302-13. doi: 10.1054/midw.2001.0263. 

51. Ahmadi Z. Evaluation of the effect of continuous 

midwifery support on pain intensity in labor and 

delivery. Journal of Rafsanjan University of Medical 

Sciences 2010; 9(4): 293-304. [In Persian]. 

52. Larsson B, Hildingsson I, Ternström E, Rubertsson 

C, Karlström A. Women’s experience of midwife-led 

counseling and its influence on childbirth fear: A 

qualitative study. Women Birth 2019; 32(1): e88-e94. 

doi: 10.1016/j.wombi.2018.04.008. 

53. Ford E, Ayers S, Wright DB. Measurement of 

maternal perceptions of support and control in birth 

(SCIB). J Womens Health (Larchmt) 2009; 18(2): 245-

52. doi: 10.1089/jwh.2008.0882. 

54. Larkin P, Begley CM, Devane D. Women's 

experiences of labor and birth: an evolutionary 

concept analysis. Midwifery 2009; 25(2): e49-59. doi: 

10.1016/j.midw.2007.07.010. 

55. Perry SE, Cashion MC, Lowdermilk DL. Clinical 

Companion for Maternity and Women's Health Care. 

9th ed. USA: Elsevier Science Health Science Division; 

2007. 

56. Rosen P. Supporting women in labor: analysis of 

different types of caregivers. J Midwifery Womens 

Health 2004; 49(1): 24-31. doi: 

10.1016/j.jmwh.2003.10.013. 

57. Seefat-van Teeffelen A, Nieuwenhuijze M, 

Korstjens I. Women want proactive psychosocial 

support from midwives during the transition to 

motherhood: A qualitative study. Midwifery 2011; 

27(1): e122-7. doi: 10.1016/j.midw.2009.09.006. 

58. Sydsjö G, Blomberg M, Palmquist S, Angerbjörn L, 

Bladh M, Josefsson A. Effects of continuous midwifery 

labor support for women with severe fear of childbirth. 

BMC Pregnancy Childbirth 2015; 15:115. doi: 

10.1186/s12884-015-0548-6. 

59. Ahmadi Z, Azimi H. Satisfaction of mothers with 

midwifery care in. Advances in Nursing & Midwifery 

2010; 19(67): 30-5. doi: 

https://doi.org/10.22037/anm.v19i67.1548. [In 

Persian]. 

60. Aksoy AN, Dostbil A, Celik MG, Ince I. The 

relationship between fear of childbirth and women’s 

knowledge about painless childbirth. Obstetrics and 

Gynecology International 2014; 2014: ID 274303. doi: 

10.1155/2014/274303. 

61. Lally JE, Murtagh MJ, Macphail S, Thomson R. 

More in hope than expectation: a systematic review of 

women's expectations and experience of pain relief in 

labor. BMC Med 2008; 6:7. doi: 10.1186/1741-7015-6-

 


